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Absracts

The First Round of Negotiations between Ben-Hadad and Ahab,
and its Outcome (1 Kings 20:1-12)

Nir Vargon

This article clarifies the initial round of negotiations between Ben-Hadad and Ahab.
Firstly the question of when did this event actually take place is discussed. On the face
of it, the verses indicate that the wars were waged three years before Ahab’s death,
whereas on the other hand it seems from the story itself that the story took place early in
Ahab’s reign, as may be deduced from Ahab’s relative weakness in the negotiations.
Also discussed is the question as to whether the siege had reached its peak while
negotiations proceeded. The verses appear to inform us that right at the start of the
narrative Ben-Hadad had besieged Samaria, however, based on the free movement of the
states’ ministers’ lads, and Ben-Hadad’s threats of a future siege and his command to
place a siege, only appearing at a later stage, we find that Ben-Hadad was still encamped
a long way beyond the Jordan in the city of Succoth. The question is subsequently
addressed concerning why Ahab accepts Ben-Hadad’s first demand but rejects his
second one. It seems that the first demand was to become one of Aram’s vassal kingdoms
as was usual in contracts with which we are familiar in the ancient Near East, in contrast
with the second demand, calling for the total liquidation of the kingdom and turning
Israel into an Aramaic pahawa (a province ruled by a pasha). The significance of the
second demand “You shall deliver me...your wives and your sons,” (v. 5), interpreted
as abolition of the royal dynasty, deduced from parallels in Scripture and ex-Scriptural
literature including females and male offspring, as distinct from the views of critics
seeking also to add daughters to this verse. The article draws attention to an adjoining
passage showing how Ahab’s final reply is forcefully worded compared to the mild
response delivered to King Ben-Hadad when he was trying to avoid conflict. This
distinction reflects Ahab’s judicious approach as a monarch - in no hurry to go to war,
but prepared for it if given no other choice.

Keywords: Ahab, Ben-Hadad, vassal, Aram, wives and your sons



An Old Sukkah: A Chapter in the Development of the Halakha
Meir Bar-Ilan

This paper aims to shed light on Mishnah Sukkah 1:1, in which Beit Shammai and Beit
Hillel disputed over an old Sukkah. The literary analysis of the Mishnah shows its
development. Several halakhot are compared to this Mishnah, from Qumran and the
Karaites, to understand the reason for this dispute. It becomes evident that the Karaites
were close to Beit Shammai, but did not originate from it. The permission to sit in an old
Sukkah, as well as in other "inappropriate" Sukkoth, leads to an understanding of Beit
Hillel. The Halakha was ruled according to Beit Hillel and not Beit Shammai for the
basic reason that they: 1) "lowered" the technical standards of the Sukkah, 2) enlarged
the time in which the Sukkah was supposed to be practiced, and 3) ruled that all strata of
society should practice Sukkah. These three enlargements were complementary, and thus
the number of practitioners according to Beit Hillel became bigger, while the Halakha is
decided according to the majority. Special discussion is dedicated to the rulings of R.
Eliezer concerning time-dependent Halakhot that overrule Shabbat, and it becomes
evident that R. Eliezer continued Beit Shamai regarding new Mitzvot. Moreover, R.
Eliezer's ruling to practice these Mitzvot in public, in a defiant way, finds its predecessors
in the time before the destruction of the Temple.

Keywords: Ancient Halakha, Beit Hillel, Beit Shamai, Karaites, Old Sukkah, Zadokites,
R. Eliezer ben Hyrcanus



Psalms recited before Grace in Sephard and Ashkenaz rites:
Sources and reasons, adoption processes, and inter-rite
integrations

Aharon Kellerman

Approximately 500 years ago, the recitation of Psalms preceded the recitation of Grace
in most prayer rites, and these customs are still observed in Sephardi, Ashkenaz, and
Hasidic rites. These customs were initially established in the 16th-century Land of Israel,
albeit with differing motivations and natures for the Sephardi and Ashkenaz customs.
This article aims to reveal the historical and geographical origins, objectives,
incorporation into various rites, and the emergence of interconnections between these
customs. The Sephardi custom of the recitation of several Psalms and other verses,
coupled with Psalms 67, was suggested by Haim Vital on behalf of Isaac Luria (the Ari),
following the Zohar claim for the need to remove Satan from the dining table before
Grace's recitation. Moses Kordovero originated the Ashkenaz custom of reciting Psalms
137 on weekdays, and Moses Ben Makhir presented the recitation of Psalms 126 on the
Sabbath and holidays. These two customs were recommended later by Isaiah Horowitz
('the Shlah'), who pointed to the Zohar claim for the need to recall the destruction of the
Land of Israel while dining as their reasoning. The Sephardi rite began to adopt the Ari
custom around the mid-17th century, and the Ashkenaz rite followed suit at the
beginning of the 18th century. Both adoption processes accelerated in the mid-19th
century, reaching saturation following the establishment of the State of Israel. The
Hassidic rite adopted the Ashkenaz one, whereas the Lubavitch Hassidic rite fully
adopted both customs. In contrast, the Western Ashkenaz rite did so partially—an
ancient custom, replaced by those described above, called for the recitation of Psalms
23.

Keywords: Avarcha, lamenaza'ch Mizmor Ledavid, Al neharot Bavel, Shir Hama'a lot,
Tehilat Hashem



Power Struggles and Identity in the Jewish Community of
Istanbul during the Tanzimat Era: Background and Implications
of the Dismissal of Hakham Bashi Yaakov Avigdor

Leah Bornstein-Makovetsky

The article examines the transformations and internal struggles within the Jewish
community of Istanbul during the Tanzimat period, focusing on the tensions between
reformists and conservatives as reflected in three major conflicts: the dispute over the
Iskola school, which served as a catalyst for subsequent clashes; the demand to dismiss
the kahya Yehezkel Gabay; and the demand to remove Chief Rabbi (Hakham Bashi)
Yaakov Avigdor from office. In all three disputes, the conservative faction was led by
Rabbi Yitzhak Akris, while the reformist camp included prominent communal leaders
such as Avraham Camondo, Yehezkel Carmona, and Rabbi Avigdor himself. The article
also explores the socio-political background of these conflicts, with particular attention
to the secular leadership and the community’s tax crisis. A central focus is the challenge
to the authority of the Hakham Bashi and the involvement of the Ottoman government
in the dismissal proceedings. The article is primarily based on the ruling of Rabbi Hayim
Palaggi, who served as head of the rabbinical court and adjudicated the case at the request
of the Grand Vizier, ultimately ruling in favor of Rabbi Avigdor. Additional sources
include Jewish press reports and archival materials. Nevertheless, the dispute remained
unresolved, and the dismissal was carried out. The article highlights the influence and
power of wealthy communal figures in shaping the leadership and direction of the Jewish
community during this period. It also discusses the appointment of Rabbi Yakir Geron

as Avigdor’s successor.

Keywords: Tanzimat, Rabbi Yaakov Avigdor, Abraham Camondo, Istanbul, Hezekiah
Carmona, Francos, Grand Vizier, Iskola, Rabbi Yitzhak Akrish, Rabbi Yaakov Giron,
Hakham Bashi, Rabbi Chaim Palagi, Yehezkel Gabay



Custom and Halachic Rulings Based on the Kabbalah of the Ari,
by Rabbi Khalfon Moshe HaKohen of Djerba

Shai Mamo

Rabbi Yitzhak Luria Ashkenazi — the holy Ari (1534-1572) — is considered the one
who brought about the Kabbalistic revolution that took place in Safed in the second half
of the 16th century. He proposed a structured system with a clear conceptual framework
to understand the way to serve God according to Kabbalah and to understand Jewish
existence in the exile. The founding of this new school of Kabbalistic thought had a
profound impact, and he was the central figure in the renewal of many customs and
traditions that spread throughout the Jewish world. There are hardly any writings
authored by the Ari himself, but his disciples — especially Rabbi Chaim Vital (1542—
1620) — as well as the disciples of his disciples, wrote down his innovations and
practices and interpreted his teachings. Vital's main work, Etz Chaim, is a collection of
the Ari’s novel teachings. The Ari's Kabbalah had great public influence through its
renewal of customs and lifestyle, which soon became widespread. Over the years, the
editing of the Ari’s teachings took place throughout the Jewish diaspora, with the
participation of the greatest Kabbalists. Initially, they were written in the Land of Israel,
but later the writings also reached Italy, and subsequently also Ashkenaz and Poland,
and even the countries of the Maghreb (North Africa). The aim of the present article is
to trace the halachic rulings of Rabbi Khalfon Moshe HaKohen (1874—1950), who
served as the Chief Rabbi of the island of Djerba in Tunisia. The Djerba community was
considered ancient and conservative, yet the Kabbalah of the Ari also reached them. The
article, as stated, will examine whether, and to what extent, Rabbi Khalfon used the
writings of the Ari and based his rulings on them regarding customs in Djerba, and
whether he can be seen as one who gave preference to this source in his halachic
decisions.

Keywords: Kabbalah, the Kabbalah of the Ari, customs, halachic rulings, halachic
authorities, Djerba
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