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labor-saving device! To me, “134 divided by 29”
meant a certain tedious chore, while 134 over 29
was an object with no implicit work. I went excitedly
to my father to explain my discovery. He told me
that of course this is so, a over b and ‘a divided
by b’ are just synonyms. To him, it was just a small
variation in notation (Thurston, 1990, p. 847).
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1 remember as a child, in fifth grade, coming to the
amazing (to me) realization that the answer to 134
divided by 29 is 134 over 29 [...] What a tremendous
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