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* High academic and professional standards
* Guidance and support in leamning to teach English
* B.Ed. plus teaching certificate for 4th-6th or 7th-10th grades
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Pilot in Progress:
The Shaanan English Enrichment Program for 5th
Grade Pupils at Giborei Etzion

By Fran Sokel and Gaby Shoshani

Shaanan students doing Practice Teaching at Giborei
Etzion Elementary School in Kiryat Ata are piloting an
innovative English enrichment program for fifth graders
as one component of their third year Practice Teaching
program. The enrichment program was launched at the
end of October and is scheduled to continue till June.
Every Tuesday afternoon, approximately 25 fifth grade
pupils, carefully selected by the English teachers at the
school, participate in the enrichment lesson with our third
year students at the end of the school day. This English
lesson is in addition to the regular English classes in the
school.

Unlike regular lessons delivered within the practice
teaching framework, the enrichment program is made up
of stand-alone units comprised of one or two lessons based
on a poem or story. Ultimate responsibility for writing
the lesson plan, preparing the materials and conducting a
lesson is taken by a different student each time. However,
each lesson is a result of a collaborative process by all
the students with the guidance and assistance of their
pedagogical counselor, Fran Sokel.

The enrichment lessons are divided into two sections.
First, the student responsible for the lesson introduces
and presents essential material prior to reading the text
for approximately 20 minutes to the whole group of 25
pupils. This includes key vocabulary and activating prior
knowledge of the content and text type. The other four
students attend and assist as needed. Following the initial
presentation, the pupils break up into groups of five,
each with “their own” student-teacher. During this part
of the lesson, each student engages her pupils in various
meaningful learning activities relating to the text, planned
in advance in collaboration with the student who delivered
the presentation that week. Examples of follow-up activities
include writing poems using the format of the poem
presented, making small books and acting out elements of
the story taught. The pedagogical counselor and the pupils’

English teacher are often also present to give support as
needed.

Following each enrichment lesson, the students discuss
the lesson in depth, sharing in sights and considering
how improvements may be made in future lessons. These
constructive feedback sessions, conducted together with
the counselor and on some occasions the English teacher,
have so far proved to be highly valuable. The insights
gained are often used directly in planning and executing
the following lessons. For example, initially a task during
a small group work sessions was completed by all pupils
in the group together, thus resulting in one joint product.
However, following in depth discussion and analysis of the
situation our students came to the conclusion that while
the pupils are seated in groups, the learning experience
would be more valuable to all pupils if they had the option
of working individually on the task, each at their own pace
and level.

Further consultations in relation to future lessons among
the students themselves continue throughout the week
both face to face and through the Forum set up on Moodle
for this purpose.

This special program addresses the needs of the Shaanan
English Department on the one hand, and the principal,
English teachers and pupils of Giborei Etzionon the other
by increasing opportunities for effective teaching and
meaningful learning. Shaanan students learn through
experience while collaborating in planning, preparing
and delivering meaningful lesson scenarios. The pupils
participating in the program benefit from additional
English lessons. The English teachers at the school benefit
as participant observers throughout the process. And last
but not least, we, the college counselors, are gaining new
insights into how we might further contribute towards the
professional development of our student English teachers.
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