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The Gotham men and the cuckoo

The men of Gotham thought that the cuckoos were the finest songsters of all the birds. "The only thing I
don't like about the cuckoos", said one man, "is that they don't sing all the year through. They stay with
us only a few months in the spring and summer, and then they fly away."

"Well," said another man, "why not catch one of the birds and keep it with us always?"

This plan was pleasing to the men of Gotham and they said, "Yes, we'll fix a place for it near the middle
of the village, so that we can all hear it sing every day."”

They went to work at once and in a corner of a field built a stout paling fence more than six feet high

.7"1WN 2038-50 ,(0307) M2 W LRDRT ABING (NPRYR O DNRT RN 7
See: J. A. MacCulloch, The childhood of fiction: A study of folktales and primitive thought, London 1905. .8
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and filled in all the crevices with brush and willow twigs. "No bird can get through that fence", said
they when it was finished.

Then they caught a cuckoo and put it inside of the fence, and they said to the cuckoo, "You must sing
there all through the year, or you shall have neither meat to eat nor water to drink".

But the cuckoo as soon as it was free inside of the fence flew away.

"4 vengeance on the bird!" exclaimed the men of Gotham. "We didn't make our fence high enough”.
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1. A common European migratory bird noted for its characteristic call and for its loss of the instinct to
build a nest. The females lay their eggs in the nests of various "host species", which rear the young
cuckoos.

2. A fool.

'Birds in Mythology', shaw creek bird supply, Retrieved September 2, 2008, from 9
http://www.shawcreekbirdsupply.com/mythology.htm

'Cuckoo', The American College Dictionary, p. 294 .10
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Where then is she gone, she who from the dim Asian valleys to the Aztec wilderness, from

one world to another [...] For thus it is even today, among the ancient remnants in Mexico
and the Californian wilds, who hear with terror that foreboding flute-like voice calling out of
the unseen world.

02N ,TPOINN NHPNYN DN MONI MZINYNT MYPADN NYI TUN 1N — NNOYI NION 12°N7]
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The bird who knows all things, not only what has happened, but what shall happen. She has

troubled many minds, the wanderer.
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In every country there are oldtime tales of the cuckoo with the attributes of a God or

demigod or at least of magic and illusion..

2°0I1077 DR P2% ,MAYIdN NPNNAM MYDIN MWA? — 17PN .10 HY 7007 AW TN XIT 0PN ,12WT7 R NN 21909
1°NN20 D30N3 9927790 PN XY RIW AR ,77200 MR Y N 207

F. Macleod, 'The Cuckoo's silence', The silence of amor; Where the forest murmurs, VI, New-York 1911. .11
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For we thirst for that invisible mystery, whose voice floats above the veils of the world, and

we will drink again of the old wonder and old illusion. 12
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"4 vengeance on the bird!" exclaimed the men of Gotham.

"We didn't make our fence high enough.".
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Don't talk

Four brave men from Gotham decided to sit silently and gaze at a lit candle without
speaking for a week or so. By nightfall on the first day, the candle began to flicker and then

went out.

The first man said, "Oh, No! The candle is out."”

The second man said, "Are'nt we supposed not to talk?"
The third man said, "Why must you two break the silence?"

The fourth man laughed and said, "Ha! I'm the only one who didn't speak."
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