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his pivotal role in the development of the mathematical
theory of wavelets.
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In his famous 1960 essay ‘The unreasonable
effectiveness of mathematics in the natural sciences',
Eugene Wignernoted the uncanny ability of mathematical
notions and discoveries, that were often pursued for no
other reason than their intrinsic structure and beauty, to
become highly relevant in describing the physical world.
The work of the 2017 Abel laureate, Yves Meyer,
exemplifies this ability of pure mathematics to cross
over into practical real-world applications (nwaTtnn
n"m "v).
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| can see that without being excited, mathematics can
look pointless and cold. The beauty of mathematics only
shows itself to more patient followers.
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