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Typological interpretation is the intersection between exegesis and
historiography. Serving to connect a classic literary text with historical
events that lie beyond that text — whether in past, present, or future for the
interpreter — it is about a way of reading a piece of literature and a way of
understanding what happens in the world. The use of typological
interpretation by early Christian thinkers in order to demonstrate the
continuity between the Hebrew Scriptures and the central Christian story is
obvious to every reader of the New Testament and the Church Fathers. Its
status within the Jewish tradition is somewhat more problematic.
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Ir {7y} to the Rabbis was clearly 'urbs', the city of Edom and the capital of
the empire {Rome}. Bar-Koseba became Bar-Kokhba (The Star), for he was
locked in battle with the very nation whom Rabbi Akiba had identified with
Edom.
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They began, even as the scriptures began, with the 'word'... In the aggadic Midrash the ancestral myth becomes the
keystone in the arch of Jewish faith, as The Agada was the well of living waters whence the Jew in exile drank thirstily
and drew inspiration and comfort in his bitter struggle.

See: A.C. Zahler, Redaction of the Jacob - Esau legend in the Midrash, California 1976.
G.D. Cohen, Studies in the variety of Rabbinic Cultures, Philadelphia 1991, p. 245. .16
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